April 9, 2013

7:00 P.M.

The Town of Pink Hill held its monthly board meeting on Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the town hall board room.  Present for the meeting were Mayor Carol Sykes, Commissioners Donald King and Marion Mitchell, Town Attorney George Jenkins, Public Works Director Timmy Kennedy, and Town Clerk Kimberly Mitchell.  Commissioner Mike Hill and Police Chief Joey Thigpen both were absent due to illness.

Please see attached list for visitors present at the meeting.    

Mayor Sykes called the meeting to order.  Mayor Sykes welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Commissioner King then led everyone in the pledge of allegiance.  Commissioner King made a motion to approve the regular board minutes from March 12, 2013 and the Special Called Meeting with USDA minutes from March 18, 2013.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Commissioner King made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

The first item on the agenda was the Petition to Rezone Properties on N. Kinston Boulevard.  Mayor Sykes asked for a motion to rezone the Maxwell Property.  Commissioner King made a motion to approve the rezoning as requested.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Mayor Sykes asked for a motion to rezone the property owned by Marco Enterprises, LLC.  Commissioner King made a motion to approve the rezoning as requested.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Wayland stated he would get in contact with Lee Paderick about updating the maps.  Mayor Sykes thanked the Planning Board for their hard work.
The next item on the agenda was the Volunteer Food Bank.  Due to Jean Marie Bates not being present at this meeting there was no further discussion on the Volunteer Food Bank.
The next item on the agenda was the Rural Water Conference and to change the date of the May board meeting.  Mayor Sykes said due to Commissioner Hill having a conflict with the May 14th board meeting date, he has requested that it be changed to Monday, May 20, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Sykes asked for a motion to change the board meeting date for May.  Commissioner King made a motion to change the board meeting from May 14th to May 20th at 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Mayor Sykes said the Rural Water Conference is May 13th through the 16th and would like for Timmy and Kim to attend.  She asked if the monies were available for this.  Kim stated yes that the conference was budgeted for.  Mayor Sykes said the conference is really good because they get to meet with other water clerks and water operators and exchange ideas.  The conference will be held in Greensboro, NC.  
The next item on the agenda was the Town Web Page.  Kim said that Commissioner Hill wanted her to contact Rural Water Impact. They are located in Texas.  Kim informed the board that she had brought information to them a few months ago from Gov Office about the web page and that is when Commissioner Hill suggested holding off on using Gov Office because he thought Rural Water was going to try to work with Rural Water Impact to help small towns with their websites.  She informed the board that she had called and got the prices.  She said their prices were cheaper than Gov Office.  Kim said there is money already in the budget to do the website and she suggested that we go with Rural Water Impact to do the town’s website.  She said it would cost $329 a year and there is a $150 onetime setup fee.  She said you are looking at $479 the first year and then after that it is $329 every year after that.  She stated the other place was going to be over $1,000 a year.  Kim stated there were no extra charges if they decide to cancel at any time.

The next item on the agenda was the Offer & Acceptance of Loan or Grant for Water Supply System Project (replacing water meters).  Kim asked the board to look at the copy she gave them.  She said that we had actually applied for this grant/loan back in September or November of 2011 which we did not get.  Kim said then she got contacted within the last two months saying that they had reworked it and the town was going to be eligible to get the forgiveness loan.  She said it was to replace 489 existing service meters with automated meters.  She said the town has to get the information signed and back to them by tomorrow.  She said it has been discussed before in previous meetings.  Kim said the town has to pay a $4,385 fee for the revolving loan and the forgiveness loan.  She said the town’s part as far as the loan is going to be $43,851 and the forgiveness loan is $175,404 which we will not have to pay back.  It was a total of $219,000 to do the automated meters.  Mayor Sykes said the new meters will save Timmy and his guys a lot of time.  Timmy said the new meters would be more accurate.  Mayor Sykes asked for a motion to accept the grant/loan.  Commissioner King made a motion to accept the grant/loan.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was the ditch issue at Park Circle (tabled from March meeting).  Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to table the ditch issue until the next board meeting.  Commissioner King seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was Replanting of Trees.  Timmy said as you know we have had some of our trees cut about a year and a half ago and they did not finish because some of it was wetter ground.  He said and the people who were cutting down the trees at that time were not swamp loggers so to speak.  He stated they have swamp loggers out there now and they have cut down another 4 to 5 acres on one side and 15 acres on the other side.  He said they are finishing up cutting all that we had to be cut.  Timmy said he would like to get it replanted as soon as possible.  Timmy said the swamp loggers should be finishing within a week or so.  Timmy stated we have already received three checks bringing some revenue back in but it is going to cost somewhere around $4,000 to replant.  Mayor Sykes asked Timmy if the Forestry Service helps any more.  Timmy said he was advised that the Forestry Service would put a different type of tree there than what we want.  
The next item on the agenda was to Appoint Additional Planning Board Members.  Kim said we had lost two Planning Board members, Mr. Tommy Johnson and Ms. Tamberly Horne.  She stated we had enough board members to do the vote we just did for the rezoning but we need additional members just in case someone is out sick or cannot make it to a meeting.  Kim said right now on the Planning Board we have Sue, Carolyn, Jennifer, Carl Dean, and Ashley.  Kim said Ashley lives in the ETJ and she is the one member that was appointed by the County Commissioner’s and her term is good until April of 2014.  Jennifer and Carl Dean are also ETJ members.  Kim said we really need another member that lives in town.  Kim suggested the following people to be considered for the Planning Board, Trina Patrick, Jeremy Whitfield, Tracy Price, Molly or Jodie Rouse.  Sue Hamilton suggested Robin Whaley also.  Mayor Sykes asked Kim how many did they need to replace.  Kim said they definitely need two. After some discussion the board asked Kim to call all the prospective candidates on the list and see who would be willing to serve on the Planning Board and then the board can appoint the members at the May meeting.
The next item on the agenda was a Thank You Letter to Deep Run Water Corporation and to Purchase an Air Compressor from Deep Run Water Corporation.  Mayor Sykes said since Commissioner Hill was not present at the meeting they were going to table this issue until the next board meeting.  Commissioner King made a motion to table until the next board meeting.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was the Fire Department Report/Fire Department Budget 2013-2014.  Timmy stated since the last meeting they have had 10 structure fires, 22 EMS calls, 2 smoke investigations, 8 vehicle accidents, 3 brush fires, 1 vehicle fire, and 3 automatic fire alarms for a total of 49 calls.  Timmy stated they have been very busy for the past month.  Timmy then asked everyone to look at their copy of the Fire Department Budget for 2013-2014 for approval.  Mayor Sykes asked Timmy if he ever found out what the bottom line was for the radios other than what they had thought.  Timmy said the cost is about $3,000 and he put in Capital Outlay for them to buy four radios.  Mayor Sykes explained that we are going to a new radio system and merging with Jones County Emergency System and new radios have to be purchased for the Fire Department and Police Department.  Mayor Sykes stated that she would suggest that the Fire Department Budget for the 2013-2014 year be approved.  Commissioner King made a motion to approve the Fire Department Budget for the 2013-2014 year.  Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  Timmy said he wanted to thank Kim for all her help on the budget.
The next item on the agenda was Police Updates.  The police updates were not given due to Chief Joey Thigpen being absent due to illness.

The next item on the agenda was Water/Sewer Updates.  Timmy stated that everything has been going well.  He said that he received his spare pumps that the board approved for him to get.  Timmy said otherwise everything is going well.  Timmy stated that he has hired Kevin to work part-time until they find out how things are going to work out with Ted.  

The next item on the agenda was Budget Amendments if needed.  Kim said there was only one budget amendment for the spray timber expenses and the revenue.  She stated this was because of replanting the trees and that is why there is a budget amendment on the water fund.  She said Timmy has taken in $12,524 which is $4,500 more than what we originally budgeted.  So, therefore, we are not having to take money from savings but instead using the revenue money that we have received from the spray field.  Kim stated she is putting it into the spray field expense line item to cover the cost and actually $1,600 is going into the fund balance appropriation which is good.  Mayor Sykes asked for a motion to accept the budget amendment request.  Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to accept the budget amendment request.  Commissioner King seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was Remarks by Town Attorney.  George stated he was just honored to be here with everyone and looked forward to seeing everybody on May 20, 2013 for the next board meeting.  

The next item on the agenda was Comments by the Board.  Commissioner King stated he was just glad everything was going good for a change.  Mayor Sykes wanted to thank everyone so much for voting for the rezoning.  She also stated anytime we can get anything in that gives us additional tax revenue, she certainly thinks we really need to look at it long and hard before we vote against something unless it is really detrimental to the town.  Mayor Sykes reminded everyone about the 2nd Annual Rose Festival on Saturday, April 13, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and that the board is requested to attend.  

The next item on the agenda was Public Comment Period and no one signed up to speak.
There was no need for a closed session at this time.
With there being no further business to be discussed the meeting was adjourned.

__________________                                                 _____________________

Mayor                                                                           Town Clerk
